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How to measure guide 

 

Before we design your new IKEA kitchen, we will ask you to first provide some measurements of the 

kitchen space. It is not hard and it will take no more than 15 minutes.  

We love photos too, so feel free to take some pictures of your kitchen as it is today and email to us at 

office@ikeakitchenva.com Try to snap the pictures from afar and not too close.  

Regarding the measurements. Take a piece of paper and draw a rough outline of the kitchen walls. This 

will become your kitchen plan. Then roughly position windows, doors, openings, entrances, etc.  

Here is an example of what the sketch may look like.  
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Then mark where the current sink is located. Or even better: where the water cut off valves are located 

and the drain. Same with the outlets for the major appliances: locate the range oven outlet and outlet 

and water line for your refrigerator. Some other appliances and features that you may or may not have 

and need to be noted: gas lines, built-in oven, double oven, cook top, range hood, OTR microwave, wine 

cooler, ice maker, etc.  
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And now it is time to take a tape measurer and start measuring certain distances. We recommend that 

you take a measurement and then immediately record it (write it down with a pen on the kitchen plan), 

then take the next measurement, write it down and so on. Start with the overall length, width and 

height of the room. In this example, the room is 21 feet and 3 inches long (21’3”), 14 feet and 1 inch 

wide (14’1”) and the ceiling is 96 inches from the floor.  
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Next measure and record all distances for one of the wall. We recommend that you measure from the 

corner between the walls to the object. Then measure the object itself and record the information. A 

good example are doors and windows. Measure distance from the corner to the door trim (but exclude 

the trim i.e. the distance up to the trim)… in this case 13 feet and then measure the door / opening 

(from trim to trim – the width of the door or window should include the trim) and record it – 60 inches.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ikeakitchenva.com/
mailto:office@ikeakitchenva.com


We design and build IKEA kitchens! 
www.ikeakitchenva.com 
office@ikeakitchenva.com  
757-926-9910 
 

5 
 

Then the next wall… the one with sink. Find a way to indicate where the plumbing pipes are… for 

example under the center line of the window above. Or 70 inches from the corner.  
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And one more… this one is a bit tricky as on that side of the kitchen there are soffits above the wall 

cabinets AKA bulkhead. If you plan to hire a General Contractor and have those removed, then do not 

measure them. But if the soffits will remain, we will need to know the height, depth and how long each 

of them runs. In the end, a basic kitchen plan with measurements looks like this.   

 

 

 

 

 

Scan it and email it to us at office@ikeakitchenva.com Within 1-2 days we will contact you to discuss it 

and to talk about your new kitchen layout.  
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If you are still not sure how to take the measurements of your kitchen and how to record the 

information, then the next couple of pages may help.  

Here is the same example kitchen that we used above and here is what you need to ideally measure:  

 

 

1. The width of the interior door (opening). Notice that the measurement should include the width 

of the trim too.  

2. The run (or length) of the wall from the corner up to the trim of the door. (13’) 

3. The distance between the corner and the center of the range oven outlet. (6’ 6”) 

4. The distance between the floors and the ceiling. (96”) 

5. The width of the room (14’) 

6. The distance between the corner and the plumbing pipe or cut off valve that is to the right of 

the sink. (93”) 

7. The distance between the other corner and the plumbing that is to the left of the sink. (70”) 

8. The distance between the corner and the window trim (without the trim). (4’ 3”) 

9. The distance between the other corner and the window trim. (6’ 6”) 

10. The height of the window (from trim to trim, including the trim). (40”)  

11. The width of the window (from trim to trim, including the trim). (40”) 
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12. The run (or length) of the soffits on the ceiling. (9’ 11”) 

13. The height of the soffits. (11”) 

14. The depth of the soffits. (14”) 

15. The distance between the corner and the trim of the patio door. (9’ 11”) 

16. The width of the patio door. (80”) 

For all measurements that you take, we ask that you are precise up the quarters of the inch. If the 

distance is 24 inches and one half, please record it as 24” ½ and not 24 or 25. If it is 15 inches and three 

quarters, please write it down as 15” ¾ and not 15 or 16. The kitchen design (plan) that we will provide 

will be as accurate as your measurement. We cannot be responsible later, if you cannot fit the cabinets, 

cover panels or appliances because of inaccurate measurements.  

The following images, give a different perspective of the same measurements.  
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Based on your measurements, we will design your new IKEA kitchen and the preview will look 

something like this. You will be able to also log in (with user name and password) on IKEA’s website and 

view the kitchen in 3D.  
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The final product of our kitchen design service will be a PDF file that contains your kitchen plan, view of 

all walls with cabinets, the entire list of materials and a project number that you will use as a reference 

to order the materials for your kitchen at any IKEA store or over the phone.  
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Still not sure how to take the measurements? Feel free to give us a call and we will assist you over the 

phone. As a minimum, we will expect that beforehand you will email us pictures of kitchen so that we 

may guide you of the measurements that we need. Do not worry if have not taken all the measurements 

that we may need. We will give you a call or email you and ask for any additional information that we 

may need.  

You are in good hands! 

Our kitchen designers have years of experience designing thousands of projects. All our designers work 

closely with IKEA installers who verify the work and provide feedback.  
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